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Is S’pore a nation of plastic bag junkies?
Its population of 4 million use a staggering one million bags a day, or 40 billion a year
Lee U-Wen

u-wen@newstoday.com.sg

IT’S FREE and it’s handy.
How else would we get our
groceries home, and our
lunches to the office? And what
would we do if the bakery did
not pack each bun in its own
little plastic bag?
For many of us, daily life
without plastic bags would be
unimaginable. And that’s the
problem.
In a massive clean-up of our
local beaches and mangroves
last September, the 2,000 over
volunteers picked up more than
88,000 discarded items.
Plastic bags and containers
accounted for nearly three-quarters of the rubbish.
The problem with plastic
bags is that many get washed
from drains into our coastal
waters and swampy areas, posing a danger to marine life.
Many turtles and fish die from
consuming plastic bags, as they
are deceived with the bags
resemblance to jellyfish or squid.
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What can we do to reduce our
over-dependence on plastic
bags?
Should supermarkets and
retail stores start charging for
plastic bags?
This idea was bandied about
several years ago but it drew a
lot of flak from the public and
was shelved as stores feared losing customers to competitors.
However, there are many
countries that had bitten the
bullet.
Switzerland, Denmark and
South Africa have slapped fees
on plastic bag usage, while
Bangladesh and parts of India
have banned them altogether.
Three years ago, Ireland
began imposing a 15-cent tax on
plastic bags, resulting in a
90-per-cent decrease in usage.
Perhaps, it is time for Singapore too, to try to kick the plastic bag habit?
If you would like to comment on
this writer’s views, please email us
at news@newstoday.com.sg

