
HERITAGE IN

OUR BACKYARD

 - or how we started telling the 
stories of Kent Ridge
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Kent Ridge 
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The Gap Alexandra

PSA

Normanton

UCC

Fong Seng

NUS
ITE

KRP
RBC

Literature, old street directories, web searches,
National Archive photos, conversations 
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Flora 
and 

Fauna
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Ecology of Kent Ridge - a classroom since the 60’s
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Adinandra belukar 
of Kent Ridge
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Bat dispersal of Adinandra belukar
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Bats on the Ridge
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The Tembusu (Fagraea fragrans) grove
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White leaved fig (Ficus grossularioides),
leaves and fruit
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Simpoh ayer (Dillenia suffruticosa),
flower and fruits
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Simpoh ayer (Dillenia suffruticosa),
 fruit, points upwards
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Senduduk
(Melastoma malabathricum)
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Rubber (Hevea brasiliensis)
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Rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) - seeds
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Fauna
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Plantain squirrel 
(Callosciurus notatus)

Moult skin of a cicada
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“Last night (or early this 

morning) I saw a 1.5 m long 

adult banded krait in the 

middle of the road…”

“Guess what? Saw another 

beautiful snake at 3am. 

A very beautiful 2 m long 

rock/ reticulated python 

juvenile.”

“A 3.5m long (8cm girth) 

glistening adult rock 

python.”

Snakes on the Ridge
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Oriental Whip Snake (Ahaetulla prasina)
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Flying dragon
(Draco volans)
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Changeable lizard
(Calotes versicolor)

Praying 
mantis
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Green Crested 
Lizard 

(Bronchocela 
cristatella)
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White-crested Laughing Thrush 
(Garrulax leucolophus)
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Hornbills on the Ridge
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Black Bazas migrating. Photos by Laurence Poh.
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Ecology of Kent Ridge - a classroom since the 60’s
Kok Oi Yee

Kok Oi Yee
29



Oi Yee, a Kent Ridge guide since 1959!

Kok Oi Yee
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Kent Ridge 
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Oral History reconstruction
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Pasir Panjang 
& the Southern 

Islands

33



34



1st Dec 1950: Houses on stilts, Pasir Panjang   

National Archives of Singapore
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20 May 1950: View of a prawn farm at Pasir Panjang   

National Archives of Singapore
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     Pasir Panjang:
travelling 

dispensary,
14 Mar 1958

National Archives of Singapore
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Pasir Panjang, c.1911

National Archives of Singapore
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 ICCS 2002 - Beach
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Pulau Hantu
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Pasir Panjang
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South Buona Vista Road, c.1925

47



On of the earliest motorcycle races on the Gap,
1st September, 1927

National Archives of Singapore
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National Archives of Singapore

Motorcycle race on the Gap, 1st September, 1927
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1st August 1954 
Pagoda with 

Buddha,
Haw Par Villa, 
Pasir Panjang.   

National Archives of Singapore
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Tour of 
Pasir 

Panjang 
Village by 
PM Lee 

Kuan Yew, 
21 Jul 1963

National Archives of Singapore
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Fire at kampung, 
5 mile junction, 
Pasir Panjang,

27 Nov 1959:
Firemen and 
volunteers 

battling the 
blaze.

National Archives of Singapore
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Fire at kampung, 
5 mile junction, 

Pasir Panjang, 27 
Nov 1959:

Lucky Bedah, 
rescued by her 
uncle in the nick 

of time.

National Archives of Singapore
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Fire at kampung, 
5 mile junction, 

Pasir Panjang, 27 
Nov 1959:

escaped with his 
crutches.

National Archives of Singapore
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19 Jan 1961:
A fire 

gutted Pasir 
Panjang 

Brick 
Factory
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Konfrontasi, 3rd January 1965: Report of two unidentified boats 
approaching Pasir Panjang shore. Queenstown police and 

Federal Reserve Unit men scouring Labrador. 

National Archives 
of Singapore
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Konfrontasi - 
an Indonesian 

infiltrator 
captured

in Pasir Panjang 
mangroves,
29 Dec 1964 

National Archives of Singapore
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National University of Singapore, > 1975

National Archives of Singapore
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Kent Ridge, 
a colonial 

name
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By  the gracious consent of

 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
 This Ridge was named 

 KENT RIDGE
BY

 The Governor of Singapore HE Sir John Nicoll  KCMG

 To Commemorate
 The visit paid to the Army in Singapore by 

 HRH. The Duchess of Kent
 and 

 HRH. The Duke of Kent, 
 on 3 October 1952
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The first Duke of 
Kent died on 25 

August 1942 in an 
aeroplane crash in 
Scotland while on 
active service with 

the RAF.
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The second Duke of Kent, 
cousin of QE2, was 17 

years old in 1952 when he 
visited Singapore.
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Princess Marina of 
Greece was of Greek 
and Russian descent, 

also a princess of 
Greece and Denmark.

1906 - 1968

But why rename
the ridge?
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3rd October 2002
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The 
Battle of 

Pasir 
Panjang
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Dol Ramli, 1965
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Sharing 
the 

Heritage
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Battle of Pasir Panjang - the modern landscape
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Now an annual 
collaboration with

Reflections of Bukit 
Chandu, National 

Archives of Singapore

10 volunteer guides
2002 - present
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Pasir Panjang Heritage

Feb - Battle of Pasir Panjang  
commemoration

May - International Museum Day 

Jul - Heritage Fest

Sep - End of WWII
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Similar models applied elsewhere

Changi Heritage - since 2002

Sembawang Heritage - since 2002

Labrador - since 2002

Pedal Ubin - since 1998

Volunteer powered, long-term sustainable 
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Share your work

Blog, webpage

Yesterday.sg
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