HERITAGE IN
OUR BACKYARD

~ or how we started te”ing the
stories of Kent Riclgc |
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Ecologg of Kent Riclge ~ a classroom since the 50’5
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Adinandra belukar

of Kent Riclge
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White leaved ﬁg (Ficus grossularioides),

leaves and fruit
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Simpoh ayer (Dillenia sutfruticosa)

flower and fruits
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Simpoh ager(Di”enia sutfruticosa),

_ fruit, points upwards
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Senduduk

(Melastoma malabathricum)
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Plantain squirrel

(Ca”osciurus notatus)

Moult skin of a cicada
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Snakes on the Ridge

“Last night (or early this
morning) | saw a 1.5 m long
adult banded krait in the
middle of the road...”

“Guess what? Saw another
beautiful shnake at 3am.

A very beautiful 2 m long
rock/ reticulated python
juvenile.”

“A 3.5m long (8cm girth)
glistening adult rock
python.”
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Oriental Whip 5.na|<e (Ahaetu”a rasina)
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~ Green Crested
| | izard

. (Bronchocela

cristatella)
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Black Bazas migrating. Photos bg | aurence Poh.
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Kok Oi Yee

| Ecologg of Kent Ridge ~ a classroom since the 60’s
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Pasir Panjang
& the Southern

Islands
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; Ist Dec 1950: Houses on stilts, Pasir Panjang
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Paslr Panjang, Singapore

1911
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Pulau Bukom

P. Semakau p

Angular coastline
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Pulau Semakau "~ Marine transfer station
/' (formerly Pulau Sakeng)

Beach, \ \»
coral \ "
rubble &
seagrass ’

\ \

\ : replanted mangroves

&

‘ forest
/ trail
/ 4

mature /—'

mangroves
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Image € 2006 DigitalGlobe




Pulau Hantu

Fu 4 V(S
\ .

. e
fizid T '{‘J\ A

45



Pasir Panjang
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South Buona Vista Road, c.1925
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On of the earliest motorcgcle races on the GaP,

Ist September, 1927
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Motorcgcle race on the GaP, Ist September, 1927
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Ist August 1954
Pagoczla with

Euclclha,
Haw Par Villa,

Pasir Panjang.

National Archives of Singapore
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National Archives of Singapore
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Tour of
Pasir
Panjang
Vi”age bg
PM Lee
Kuan Yew,

21 Jul 1963
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| Fire at kampung,
| 5 milejunc’tion,
Pasir Panjang,
27 Nov 1959:
Firemen and
volunteers
battling the

blaze.
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3 Fire at kampung,
i R 5 milejunction,
X | Pasir Panjang 97

-' 3 : Nov 1959:
. Luc|<9 Bec]ah)
i rescued bg her

uncle in the nick

of time.
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Komcrontasi) Ard January 1965: Rel:)ort of two unidentified boats
aPProaching Pasir Panjang shore. Queenstown Police and

Federal Reserve Unit men scouring | abrador.
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Konfrontasi -
an Indonesian
infiltrator

ca Ptu red

S TrelaEin
7 NG
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29 Dec 1964
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National Universitg of Singapore, > 1975
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Kent Riclge,
a colonial
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Bg the gracious consent OF

sl Majestg Queen Elizabeth I
This Ridge was named
KENT RIDGE
B
The Governor of Singal:)orc HE Sir John Nicoll kema

To Commemorate

The visit Paicl to the Armg n Singapore bg
HRH. The Duchess of Kent
and

HRH. The Duke of Kent,
on? October 1975
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The first Duke of
Kent died on 25
August 1942 in an
aeroplaﬂe crash in
Scotland while on

active service with
the RAF
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* The second Duke of Kent,
cousin of QE2, was 17
years old in 1952 when he
visited Singapore.

64



Princess Marina of
Greece was of Greek
and Russian descent,

also a Princess of

Greece and Denmark.

1906 - 1968

But whg rename

the ridge?
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The
Battle of
Pasir

Panjang
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Sharing
the
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:

; Impressions of the Ridge (updated, 20th September 2002)
: The Ridge has a significant place in our natural heritage, as it is the most accessible
]

{

i

]

!

;

i

area in Singapore to see the hardy plants of the Adinandra belukar ecosystem.
‘Belukar’ is Malay for secondary forest, and this one is dominated in parts by the
Tiup-Tiup tree (Adinandra dumosa). Generations of biology undergraduates from NUS
have been trained here, and recereational walks on the ridge were conducted in the

Plant diversity on dry and nutrient-poor Ridge, cut of f from the seed bank of a
primary forest is quite low. As a result, you will begin to recognise the common plant
species of the Adinandra belukar by the time we reach the Gap. In Kent Ridge Park,

you will see larger and older examples of plants compared to the badly disturbed
campus forest.

}

z My favourite plant is the Tembusu tree with its sweet-scented flowers. Did you know
i' these are planted all around campus, near Arts Canteen? If you stop to smell the

: flowers, you will get a whiff of a wonderful perfume. It is meant for creatures of

i night and has weakened by day. At dusk, however, the perfume makes some nervous,
3

as they think it wafting from the ghost 'Pontianak’ - merely the Tembusu trying fo
attract some moths!

Snakes are regularly seen, but only in the middie of the night these days. 3am isa
good time to encouter a python crossing the road at his favourite place, as one of our .
postgraduate students, Sasi Noyar will attest! Another exciting sighting has been by mcent construction works

—— = —
——— i —— g — — i —
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e Then il ot NL L PR .
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Introduction -- Adinandra belukar R AT LA

The type of vegetation found on the Ridge is known as Adinandra belukar, as Adinandra dumosa
is its characteristically most commonly found tree, and 'belukar’ is Malay for secondary forest.
Secondary forest is forest that grows on ground that has been previously cleared of its original
vegetation (primary forest) or disturbed significantly. It is different from primary vegetation in many
ways. For example, the species of plants growing in secondary forests are different from those in
primary forests, and are more adapted to life in its different conditions. These different conditions
include increased light intensity, lower humidity, higher temperatures, etc. In order to survive and be
successful, plants in secondary forests also have to grow quickly and be easily and widely dispersed,
so that they may colonize newly disturbed ground before other plants do. Adinandra belukar is found
on degraded land, whereas another type of belukar, Trema belukar, dominated by Trema sp. and
similar plants is found in naturally occurring gaps in primary forest, where the soil is still rich in
nutrients and not degraded.

’
Ay o PN
: : ‘

e et s Lot b

Adinandra belukar was first qualitative

e reeseaniveiiiwae \Vildlife on the Ridge - a diary of encounters
Singapore, and Corlett (1991) has descr

secondary vegetation based on studies in th 10 figure out the locations, please see: The NUS Interactive Campus Map:

distinct differences from primary forest. Fir |pcations are between grids C3 and E7; click to enlarge.
per species per unit area than primary for

much greater. The belukar is highly expost -
during the night it is very cool. It is muc Who's who:

:‘até:‘l:‘d;\:l;' :3:/; :;:‘gﬁgs dgg";:'i\{sfg:zifz £ Sasi Nayar, a postgraduate student with Reef Ecology Lab, Deparment of
and organic material as well. In short, bel Biological Sciences & Tropical Marine Science Institute, NUS. Works late
various aspects are explored in detail below nights in campus; Kelvin Lim, Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians, Raffles
Museum of Biodiversity Research, NUS. Tony O'Demspey, naturalist and
snake-hunter, also known a Orang Ular. Victor Muthu, first year
undergraduate who spotted a hornbill on the ridge, Jeffrey Low, his ;
Alvin Wong,

.
sl

From: Sasi Nayar <scip8370@nus.edu.sg>

Date: Sun, 17 Feb 2002 04:51:32 +0800

To: "otterman@sivasothi.com™ <otterman@sivasothi.com>, Lim Kok Peng
Kelvin <kelvinlim@nus.edu.sg>
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The Kent Ridge Commemorative Plaque Ol YEE ON THE RIDGE, circa. Dec 1959 ¢
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habitatnews =

SINGAPORE
Natural history news for the busy Singaporean Indian Ocean
- highlighting falks. books. events and jssues, in nature. biology and the environment Tsunami

How we can help

Home - NUS = RMBR

Subscribe to Habitatnews
enter email addr. and click News about nature and the environment in Singapore -
YaHoO! Archives

Groups

_ Join Now! List of Categories : about * books * events * photos * news * talks * tvradio * internet * articles * nature *

errata * envt * marine * software * trade * malaysia * animalwelfare * heritage * parliament *

Categories LEENET]
* Recent entries Sun 13 Feb 2005

* News

* News - Parliament

* Nature notebook ,
* Terrestrial & FW Category :heritage
* Marine

* Heritage

* Environment

* Animal welfare

* Wildlife trade

Commemorating the Battle of Pasir Panjang

As we did a year ago, the Pasir Panjang/Kent
Ridge Ridge Guides commemorated the
Battle of Pasir Panjang with an observance
walk, but this time from the start point of
the battle to the point of the last stand.

* Events & Activities

R At dawn of 13th February 1942, Mutaguchi's

18th division attacked the Malay Regiment

2 g\éoiSRadlo at what is now the stretch of Clementi Road
next to NUS. This marked the start of the
—— o — L —— -
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Heritage Fest 2004 :

Training
3rd July 2004 [rmbr/as]
3rd July 2004 [nas/csy]
3rd & 10th July 2004 [sajc]

Heritage Fest
Saturday 17th July [sajc]
Sunday 18th July [sajc]
Sunday 25th July 2004 [rmbr/tpt]
Sunday 25th July 2004 [rmbr/tpt]
Sunday 25th July 2004 [sajc]

Guides from:

St. Andrew’s Junior College Green Club,

Raffles Museum Toddycats
Reflections at Bukit Chandu

Organised by
Reflections at Bukit Chandu
(National Archives of Singapore),
National Heritage Board

Raffles Museum of Biodiversity
Research, Department of Biological
Sciences, National University of
Singapore
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PASIR PANJANG HERITAGEﬁ, 5}

Join us for a short tour filled with stories of the rich natural and social history of Pasir Panjang.

Learn about the ecology of the Ridge where ‘and eagles hunt for food. Be introduced to pitcher plants and

rubber trees that are part Of a special forest ecosystem that begins at Clementi Woods and ends at Mount Faber.
Hear about the adventures of 2nts in the 1960s. Find out about the beautiful seashore that used to exist and
$pot pre-war bulidings in the area. - g

Reach the new Canopy walkway, leading to Refiections at Bukit Chandu, a WWII Interprecative Centre housed in a
restored co lal-s‘tyled bungalow. Experience one of the fiercest and last sighificant battles fought in Singapore

participans will be informed of transpore arrangements.

Now an annua|

collaboration with
Reflections of Bukit
Chandu, National

Archives of Si ngapore

10 volunteer guicles
2002 ~ Present
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Pasir Panjang Heritage

* Feb - Battle of Pasir Parjang

commemoration
* May - International Museum Day
* Jul - Heritage Fest
* Sep - End of WwII
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Similar models aPPIiecJ elsewhere

* Changi Heritage ~ since 2002

* Sembawang Heritage ~ since 2002
o Labrador - since 2002

o Pedal Ubin - since 1998

» Volunteer Powerecl, Iong-term sustainable
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Share your work

2 J Blog, webl:)age
QYesterdag.sg



