
RAIMY CHÉ-ROSS was a Malay Tutor at the 
Department of Foreign Aff airs & Trade (1994), 
a Graduate Intern at the National Gallery of 
Australia (1998) and a Visiting Scholar with the 
Malaysian Commonwealth Studies Centre at 
Trinity College, Cambridge (2003). His latest 
publications include studies on Munshi Abdul-
lahʼs manuscripts and lithographs, the Jewish 
Diaspora in pre-WWII Penang, the Private Pa-
pers of Baginda Omar, IXth Sultan of Tereng-

Over a month ago, Raimy Ché-Ross published “The ʻLost Cityʼ of 
Kota Gelanggi: An Exploratory Essay Based on Textual Evidence and 
an Excursion into ʻAerial Archaeologyʼ” in the Journal of the Ma-
layan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. That article announced 
the discovery of a pre-Malaccan city in the forests of Johore. Since 
then, the “Lost City” has become the subject of intense discussion 
and speculation by academics, heritage-enthusiasts and the general 
public. News of the discovery attracted the notice of international 
media. The Malaysian Cabinet has now designated it a national pri-
ority, with a formal expedition into the jungles being planned. Veri-
fi cation of the discovery will have a great impact on regional history 
and archaeology, not to mention the potential signifi cance for the 
tourism industry. 

In this presentation, Raimy will discuss the research behind his 
preliminary discovery, including the sources, methodologies and 
technical processes used in the physical search for the site. He will 
also look at the implications of this discovery. During the question 
and answer session, Raimy will take questions in Malay, English and 
Cantonese.
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ganu, and rare Jawi and Javanese letters from Raffl  es discovered 
in the New South Wales State Library. Raimy is now working on a 
catalogue of the Cambridge University Library Malay Manuscripts 
Collection, a monograph on Royal Malay letters and artefacts at the 
Royal Archives in Windsor Castle, and exploring pre-Malacca sites 
in Perak.


